2.   Geographical Influences

Both directly as well as indirectly, India's geography
has been largely responsible for her spirit of toleration.
Directly, the influence of geography has operated through
the vastness of the land as well as its climate. The vastness
of the land influenced the mind in two ways. The great
variety in landscape, climate and conditions of life,, pre-
disposed the mind to an acceptance of differences. Besides,
the vast spaces offered room for slow infiltration by new-
comers and allowed each locality unhampered scope of
development along its own lines. On the whole, the Indian
climate makes for lassitude and passivity, especially when
one compares the easier conditions of life to the rigours
of the central Asiatic steppes from which most of the Indian
invaders came. The tempo of change was thus slowed down*
The very processes of history unfolded in leisured dignity.
The geography of the country explains the peculiar features
of Indian history, while the combined effects of geography
and history show themselves in the realm of the spirit.
Toleration and easy acceptance have therefore been charac-
teristic of India. Clashes there have been on the material
plane* On the plane of the spirit, where culture flourishes,
we find evidence only of synthesis.

Geography has been largely responsible for the sense
of Indian-ness, for rarely has a country been so clearly
marked out to be a unity. India is shut off from the rest
of Asia by the inaccessible barriers of the mighty Himalayas,
Attendant mountain ranges extend like protecting arms
right up to the seas. The ocean on all other sides makes
her a compact territorial unit whose internal cohesion is
matched by her sharp differentiation from all external lands*
Thus, not only are her territories sharply demarcated from
the rest of the world, but nature has generously placed
within her boundaries almost all the resources that man